
H.R. 433, The Natomas Basin Flood Protection Improvements Act of 2011

On January 25, 2011, I introduced H.R. 433, the Natomas Basin Flood Protection
Improvements Act in the House of Representatives. This legislation would provide Natomas
families and businesses the flood protection they need by authorizing additional construction
work on the Natomas Levee Improvement Program, and in turn create jobs and support the
area’s construction industry. 

  

The Sacramento region is the most at risk urban area to river flooding in the nation. Accordingly,
the region has worked continuously to bolster its flood defenses and emergency preparations,
and has invested millions of dollars of local, state and federal funding to strengthen its levees.
Securing federal authorization for construction in Natomas is the next critical step.

  

This is an opportunity for the federal government to deliver for the Sacramento region by
improving our public safety, strengthening our economy, and creating good jobs for our
constituents. The Natomas Basin Flood Protection Improvements Act is a critical component in
improving the flood protection of our region. 

  

Specifically, my legislation would authorize full federal participation in the Natomas Levee
Improvement Program, which will restore 100-year flood protection and ultimately achieve
200-year level flood protection. Natomas is home to almost 80,000 residents and hundreds of
local businesses. The Natomas area is also a key transportation hub for the region,
incorporating the Sacramento International Airport, Interstate 5 and Highway 99, all a critical
part of the regional economy. I look forward to working with my colleagues to authorize this
project.
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